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operative new building of the writers costs nine
thousand roubles, one can imagine what the hovels
must look like which the ejected workers usually
build for themselves from waste wood on the fringe
of Moscow. Needless to say that the assertion that
every worker in the Soviet Union can become a
Stakhanovist is just as foolish as the assertion that
every newspaper boy in America can become a
millionaire. Nevertheless, it awakens the same
illusions. But this illusion that one individual is
capable of rising above the masses was precisely
the greatest obstacle on the road to socialism during
the years of American prosperity. To honour as a
socialist hero somebody who in reality is only a
pronounced type of go-getter or who, while entirely
lacking in idealism and general culture, happens to
have a particular knack for a thing and does it to
perfection, must lead to boundless mental confusion.
These Stakhanov workers, together with the bureau-
cracy, the technocracy, and the " engineers of the
soul" live better and are better housed than the
masses thanks to their disproportionate salaries.
They spend their time in small coteries and circles,
and hate modern " degenerate " art with that lower
middle class hatred which is so prevalent in Ger-
many. It is not surprising that the artistic exhibits
in the Russian and German pavilions in the Paris
Exhibition were so strikingly alike, and that the